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products of the author’s imagination or used in a fictitious manner. Any resemblance to actual persons, 
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however, the author and the publisher do not warrant the accuracy of the information, text and graphics 
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Introduction: The Sufis, Piety based on Love for God 


This book weaves together anecdotes from tradition and history to create a 
hagiography of some of the most revered figures. 


According to tradition: "God's love is infinitely more than His wrath." The Sufis 


centered their teachings around their love for our Compassionate and Merciful 
Creator. 


The Sufis emphasized the significance of piety and the love for God, while 
steadfastly adhering to the essential tenets of their faith, including Salah. 
According to their teachings, true devotion to God involves worshiping Him out 
of love, rather than just out of fear. The Sufis espoused a message of positivity 
and hope, and their stories fill our hearts with joy and contentment. 
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What is Tasawwuf ? 


@ Nurturing love for the Prophet 


Transcendent 
S Scrupulously adhering to the experiences & 


religious tenets 


Systematic Mystical 
Fana, annihilation approach to Illumination 
Soman Ganh = cn 
Truthfulness 


Hope over fear 


& Meditations, humble lifestyle, renunciation 


. Devotion & love 
Ascetism, piety @ of God 


Sober approach to Tasawwuf 


Self-inspection to purify the heart and avoid pride 


& Tawwakul, reliance on God 


Dhikr, Concentration 
on God’s name 


Sema 


Comfort to the poor ®& 
aiauisa 
repentance & 


Performing Salah, reciting Quran and fasting 


Religious 
@ jurisprudence 


Poetic expressions, paintings 


baqi ~ continuance in God after annihilation of self (fana) 


& Individual responsibility 


S Balance of material & spiritual 
worlds 


& Gnosis (spiritual insight) 


@ Contemplation 


Living Kindness: Hazrat Rabia Basri's Teachings on 
Compassion for All Creatures 


Hazrat Rabia's deep love for solitude in nature was well-known, and she would often 
travel to the desert to pray and meditate. Amid the blistering heat, the endless dunes, 
and the unforgiving terrain, she found tranquility and peace. 


One scorching day, as she was lost in prayer, a group 
of travelers happened upon her and observed her 
fervent devotion. Despite the unbearable heat, Hazrat 
Rabia was completely absorbed in her prayer, 
oblivious to the physical discomforts around her. 


The travelers stood in awe of Hazrat Rabia Basri's 
spiritual fortitude, and it left a profound impact on 
their hearts. 


Hazrat Rabia taught that to connect with God, we must 
love and respect all His creation. 


Attar of Nishapur writes that birds and animals 


instinctively trusted Hazrat Rabia and did not flee from 
her. 


By showing kindness to every living being, we can experience 
profound spiritual growth and realize a deep connection with the 
divine. Hazrat Rabia led a simple and humble life, enjoining kindness 
to all living creatures. 


One day, while Hazrat Rabia was walking in the 
desert, she saw a man running after his camel, 
shouting, and beating the poor animal. Rabia called 
out to the man, "Why are you treating the camel so 
cruelly?" 


The cameleer replied, "This camel is stubborn and 
refuses to obey me." 


Hazrat Rabia said, "If you speak to the camel kindly, 
I'm sure it will listen to you." 


The man was skeptical, but Hazrat Rabia insisted. To his surprise, when he spoke to the 
camel in a gentle voice, it immediately obeyed him. Hazrat Rabia explained to the 
cameleer that all creatures respond to kindness. 


Despite being born into poverty and facing various hardships throughout her life, 
including being sold into slavery at a young age, Hazrat Rabia remained deeply 
devoted to her faith. Her ability to find inner peace and contentment in the face of 
adversity serves aS an inspiration to many people, and her teachings continue to be 
studied and revered today. 


Hazrat Farid-ud-din writes in his biography of saints, that he was questioned why he 
included a woman, Rabia, in the rank of men. He explained that Prophet Muhammad 
(peace and blessings be upon him) has said, "God does not regard your outward 
forms. It is your intention that is important. Mankind will be raised up according to 
their intentions." 
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Mother's Blessings: The Humility and Kindness of Hazrat 
Bayazid Bastami 


Hazrat Bayazid Bastami is a revered Sufi mystic known for attaining a profound level 
of closeness to God. 


He left his village home in Bastam at a young age, and with his mother's consent, 
traveled widely in search of mystic knowledge. When he returned from his 
wanderings after many years, his mother was still alive and was overjoyed to see him. 


Hazrat Bayazid stated that it was not just his scholarly knowledge or devout prayers, 
but rather his devoted service to his mother that enabled him to succeed on his 
spiritual path. Sufis say that 'Heaven lies at your mother's feet,’ and we should make 
every effort to be kind to our parents and earn their blessings. 


He taught that to earn God's love, we should be humble 
and kind to all living creatures. One day, Hazrat Bayazid 
was standing on a road with his students when he saw a 
stray dog approaching them. 


One of his students picked up a stone to throw at the 
dog, but Bayazid stopped him. Instead, Bayazid stepped 
off the path and allowed the dog to pass by without 


harm. 


Hazrat Bayazid Bastami used to purify himself and then go to a 
quiet room at night for prayers. He is said to have been very 
scrupulous about cleanliness and even cleaned his mouth and 
tongue before prayers. 


Hazrat Bayazid shared detailed descriptions of his experiences in the spiritual realms, 
which serve as a beautiful reminder of God's kindness and presence in our lives. 


Hazrat Bayazid once had a conversation with God, during which he asked for 
forgiveness and compassion for all of humanity, even the sinners and unbelievers. In 
response, God asked Bayazid to look up. When he did, he saw that God's kindness was 


infinitely greater than his own. 


Hazrat Bastami taught that humility is the key to earning 
God's love. He remained constantly vigilant that pride 
should not enter his heart. In the mosque close to his 
house people recognized him and were respectful to him. 
They would stand up when he passed. To avoid them, 
Hazrat Bayazid would take a longer route to another 
mosque where people did not know him. 
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Hazrat Bayazid Bastami's life was a testament to the power of love, humility, and 
kindness. He brings a message of optimism for humanity. His conversations with 
God revealed the boundless compassion and forgiveness of God. 


For Bayazid, humility was not just a virtue, but the key to earning God's love. He 
believed that true greatness is not measured by material wealth or social status, but 
rather by the depth of one's humility and the capacity to serve others with love and 
kindness. 
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Unwavering Love and Courage: The Story of Hazrat Hallaj 


Hazrat Mansur Hallaj was famous for his intense and ecstatic devotion to God. Born in 
town called Baiza, Hazrat Hallaj traveled widely and visited far-off places such as 
Mecca, Baghdad, and India. 


Hazrat Hallaj was fearlessly outspoken in his support 
for the weak and oppressed which made him 
unpopular with the ruling elite. His unorthodox 
teachings were used as an excuse by the Caliph's 
ministers to conspire against him and tarnish his 
reputation. 


Caliph’s Palace 


Hazrat Hallaj's profound love for God motivated him to utilize every available means to 
suide people towards the path of God. In order to strengthen people's trust in his 
depictions of the spiritual realm, Hazrat Hallaj carried out remarkable acts that left them in 
awe. Louis Massignon states in his biography of Hazrat Hallaj, that reports of his 
extraordinary miracles are backed by records from his time. 


According to Farid-al-din Attar's account of Hazrat Hallaj's 
life, he caused the prison doors to open, giving his fellow 
inmates the opportunity to escape, but he himself chose to 
remain behind, believing that it was God's will. 


Medieval Prison Dungeon 


Hazrat Halla; was declared a demonic magician by the 
orthodox religious leaders and government ministers, 
resulting in his execution. His body was burned, and the 
ashes thrown in the Tigris river. 


The Tigris river bubbled up when Sheikh Bayazid's 
ashes were strewn in it and the people feared that it 
would inundate their town. 


Sheikh Bayazid had anticipated this and had instructed 
his servant to lay down his gown at the edge of the 
river. The water calmed down on reaching the tattered 
gown and the river went back to its original level. 


Tigris River 


Underlying Hazrat Hallaj's fearsome courage was a beautiful tenderness that was 
compassionate and loving, 


He refused to curse his torturers and begged forgiveness for them, saying that they 
did not know what they did. 


Hazrat Halla) taught that God is benevolent and kind, rather than advocating for a 
fearful approach towards Him. His unwavering faith in God, even in the face of 
persecution and death, demonstrates the transformative power of spirituality. His 
poetry and teachings continue to inspire people to seek unity, love, and kindness in a 
wotld often consumed by fear and division. 
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The Mysterious Mystic: Hazrat Shams Tabrizi 


Sheikh Shams ‘Tabrizi is a revered Sufi whose wisdom would have remained invisible 
to the world if not for the poems of his friend Mevlana Rumi. 


Sheikh Shams was a mystery even to his parents. In his autobiography, he has written 
that since his early years he would be conscious of a deep connection with the 
divine. This would cause him to behave in ways that would seem strange to his family 
and friends such as not eating for days at a time and his apparently impolite 
utterances to his friends. 


Antique Quran Stand 


As a scholar, Sheikh Shams was held in high esteem for his 
knowledge and wisdom. He was a remarkable teacher who 


had a gift for turning around even the most difficult 
students. 


He inspired his students to memorize the Quran in just a 
few months, even though they had been struggling to read 
for years before they met him. 


Sheikh Shams was gifted with divine insight from his 
early days. One day he was traveling with a group of 
dervishes to the town of Erzincan. They had not had 
much to eat for several days so when they reached a farm 
and heard a farmer calling out, "Sufis come over and 
accept my hospitality," they were eager to accept his 
invitation. 


Sheikh Shams however stopped his companions and 
called the farmer. He chided the farmer, "Is it right that 
you keep the best food for yourself, and offer men of Village Farm 
God the leftovers?" 


The farmer fell at Sheikh Sham's feet and begged forgiveness. The Sheikh had perceived 
his hidden intention of offering the Sufis the discarded fruits and vegetables from his 
farm. The farmer repented and hosted the dervishes at his house for three days at the 
end of which they blessed him and took their leave. 


Sheikh Shams shunned the company of people who 


would want to show their respects to him. 


Instead of the comfortable abodes which were 
available to the traveling Sufis like the khanaqah and 
the madrasah, Sheikh Shams sought out the meanest 
rooms in the caravanserai. He elected to sleep in a 
cubicle where drunk men would defecate and vomit 
near the door. In the morning, he would get up early 
to sweep away the filth. 


When people recognized him, they would bow their 
heads, but Sheikh Shams would wave them away 
saying, "You ate mistaken about me. I don't deserve 
your respect. If I was any good, would I be staying 
nerers 


Caravanseral 


for Travelers 


Sheikh Shams would constantly seek solitude. After spending many years in Mevlana 
Rumi's company, Sheikh Shams one day disappeared and was never seen again. 


Sheikh Shams emphasized that a seeker should follow the Sunnah, that is, the way of 
the Messenger of God (peace and blessings be upon him), with full heart. 


Sheikh Shams teachings were collected by his students in a 700-page book called 
‘Maqalat.’ According to this book, Sheikh Shams stated: “The Prophet, peace by upon 
him said, that there is no Salah without reciting Sura Fatiha. He also said that there is no 
Salah without the presence of the heart.” 


To truly honor and emulate the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him), we must not 
only follow his teachings in our deeds, but also embody their principles in our thoughts 
and character. This is the path that leads to God. 
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When the Two Oceans Met: Hazrat Mevlana Rumi 


Mevlana Rumi lived during the tumultuous times of Mongol invasions and yet created 
some of the most beautiful mystical poetry. His teachings guided both rulers as well as 
the laymen of his times. 


Once a king asked Mevlana Rumi: "My heart yearns that I dedicate myself to God's 
worship. Yet due to my work in dealing with the invaders I am not able to fully devote 
myself to His service." 


Mevlana Rumi said, "You ate protecting your community so some 
people can continue in His worship. Your work in procuring peace 
and security for your people is also the work of God." 


The Mevlana spoke about Fana or complete disappearance 
of self in God's presence. He related the following story 
about a sage and a king. 


The king told the sage: "When you are granted closeness to 
God, remember me." 


The sage replied, "When I come into His Presence and the light of that Beauty shines 
upon me, I no longer remember myself. How then would I remember you?" 


Mevlana Rumi went through a profound emotional and spiritual 
metamorphosis when he met the mysterious mystic, Sheikh 
Shams. 


Their meeting like the meeting of two disparate oceans — one 
was calm piety, the other was frothing with fervent devotion — 
both brimming with divine love in their own uniquely individual 
ways. 


This is the story of how they came to meet. 


One day Mevlana Rumi was returning to his house after teaching 
in the madrasah. While his mule was passing through the busy 
Konya bazaar, a dervish, dressed in black from head to toe, 
approached and took hold of the mule's rein. This was Sheikh 


Shams the wandering mysterious mystic. 


Sheikh Shams gazed in the eyes of Mevlana Rumi and abruptly asked, "Who was greater 
- Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) or Bayazid?” 


Mevlana Rumi was astounded by the question. He said, " How can you ask such a thing? 
Can Bayezid be compared to God’s Messenger, Muhammad, (peace and blessings upon 
him), who is greater than all saints? You ask a strange question!" 


Sheikh Shams challenged the Mevlana, “Then why did Prophet 
Muhammad (peace and blessings upon him) say, 'O God, I have 
not been able to recognize You as You deserve to be 
recognized, but Hazrat Bayezid said, “Glory be to me, how 
exalted I am.’?" 


Mevlana Rumi replied, "Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings upon him) was 
the greater of the two, because Hazrat Bayezid’s thirst was little enough to be filled 
to capacity by a single experience of divine blessings. At the first spiritual level he 
reached, the capacity of his glass was filled up, and he uttered those words in a state 
of intoxication. 


However, Prophet Muhammad's (peace and blessings be upon him) 
capacity was unlimited and could never be filled. He kept ascending 
new spiritual levels constantly and could realize and regret the smallness 
of his previous level at each new level he reached. That is why he said, 


"I have never known you as I should have." 


With the Mevlana's response, Sheikh Shams realized that he had met someone who 
was wotthy of being his companion. Mevlana Rumi was also deeply affected by this 
encounter. 


This was the beginning of their famous friendship. Their conversations, discourses 
and writings give the world a window to the wisdom of the two masters. ‘Their 
friendship also inspired Mevlana Rumi to share his teachings through mystical poems 
that are simple, direct and full of optimism. 


“This place is a dream 

only a sleeper considers it real 

then death comes like dawn 

and you wake up laughing at what you thought was your erief.” 
Mevlana Rumi. 
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On the Evil of Slander: Sheikh Junaid 


Sheikh Junaid was a famous mystic revered for his piety, intelligence, and sober 
approach to Sufi life. He lived and taught in Baghdad and 1s held in high regard as a 


spiritual teacher. 


Once when Sheikh Junaid was discoursing in the mosque, a 
man stood up and started to beg. 


"This man seems perfectly healthy," thought Sheikh Junaid. 
"He can work and earn his living, Why does he humiliate 
himself by asking for charity?" 


That night Sheikh Junaid in his dreams saw that a covered dish was placed before him. 


"Eat," he heard a voice say to him. 


When Sheikh Junaid lifted the lid, he saw the man whom he had seen 
begging during the day, lying dead on the dish. 


Sheikh Junaid exclaimed: "I cannot eat the flesh of men!" 


"Then why did you do so in mosque?" he was asked. 


Sheikh Junaid realized that he had been guilty of slander in his heart, 
and that he was being taken to task for his sinful thought. 


According to Hadith, the Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) 
was asked about backbiting, 


He replied: "It is saying something about your brother which he would dislike." 


He was asked again: "But what if I say about my brother is true?" 


He replied: "If what you say of him is true, you have slandered him, and if what 
you say of him is not true, you have abused him." 


af 7 a 


Story of the Sinner on Judgement Day: 
Hazrat Farid-ud-Din Attar 


Hazrat Abu Hamid is famously known by his pen name, Farid-ud-Din. He was an 
apothecarist by trade, and as such he is also known as Attar or the perfumer. 


Hazrat Farid-ud-Din curated the mystical stories of Sufis from ancient records, as well as 
from his own firsthand encounters with pious men like Hazrat Rumi. 


One of his books, [ahi-Nama, a collection of Persian poetry, includes a vivid anecdote, 
about a sinner's experience on Judgment Day. 


God will say to a certain person on the Day of Judgment: "My servant, read in this 
book what you have done throughout your long life." 


When the man finds in that book nothing but evil deeds, he will exclaim: “O God, I 
shall surely go to hell as the punishment for such a sinful life!" 


And God will say to him: “Continue read on the back of the book." 


When he quickly reads the back of the book he will find there written the final 
record: "This man has repented, and all his past sins have been forgiven. For every 
evil act the God has allowed him ten good works. Since he has repented God has 
recorded ten good works against every evil act." 


When the man has read this, he will rejoice. How glad is the slave who has seen 


God's extreme kindness! 


God says in Quran [39:53]: "Say, 'O My servants who have transgressed 
against themselves by sinning, do not lose hope in God’s mercy, for God 
certainly forgives all sins. He is indeed the All-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful.” 


We thank God for His Grace and Mercy. 
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Afterword 


Sufism is a mystical tradition that emphasizes the pursuit of a direct and personal 
experience of God through prayer, contemplation, and spiritual practice. 


The dazzling, and at times mystical language of the Sufi writings leaves them open to 
many interpretations. Nevertheless, the one constant among all Sufis is their love for 


God. 


The Sufis had a deep reverence for the fundamental principles of faith such as ritual 
prayers. The Sufis were well-educated in the formal knowledge of their time. 


Even the supposedly nonconformist mystics such as Sheikh Shams and Hazrat Hallay 
were deeply grounded in Quran and Hadith. 


Hazrat Hallaj, for example, had memorized the Quran before the age of 12, while 
Sheikh Shams was widely recognized as a charismatic Quran scholar and teacher. 


While Sufi teachings may differ in some details and practices among various Sufi orders, 
they all share the core belief in the importance of love, devotion, and surrender to God 
as the ultimate goal of human life. 


Sufis strive to cultivate an intimate relationship with God through spiritual practices 
such as prayer, meditation, and dhikr (remembrance of God). 


The Sufis treasured ethical values such as humility, truthfulness, and kindness. These 
virtues are seen as essential for spiritual growth and for cultivating a pure heart that is 
receptive to God's love. 


The message of Sufism is one of love, devotion, and service to God, and its teachings 
offer a pathway for seekers to draw closer to the divine through spiritual practice and 
moral excellence. 


You now come to the end of this book. We hope you enjoyed it. 


For other books in this series, and many other stories and drawings please visit 
sagateller.com 
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Books about Sufi Life & Prayers 


“The Lamps that Illuminated the World” traces the 


mystical journeys of three great Sufi masters: Sheikh 
al-Junaid, Hazrat Bayazid Bistami and Sheikh Abdul 


The Lamps 
that 


Illuminated Qadir Gilani. 
the World 


This is a very well researched book, based on original 
soutces. We uncover anecdotes from the life of the 
three Sufi masters. We read about the Sufi experience 
of God which reinforces our belief in the afterlife and 
deepens our faith. 
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